







A b s t r a c t
Barcelona	is	a	city	that	was	designed	as	a	finalized	urban	piece	and	has	been	realized	
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The	chessboard	 is	nothing	more	 than	a	pattern.	Basically	anyone	can	make	one,	 from	
pre-schoolers	who	draw	square	fields	and	jump	on	one	leg	from	one	to	the	other,	tic-tac-toe	
players,	crossword	makers	and	tillers	to	Mendeleev	with	his	periodic	table,	and	the	contem-












with	quarter	 street	 grids	 enclosed	within	defensive	walls.	American	 cities,	 i.e.	 as	 it	 is	
sometimes	said,	the	result	of	two	arithmetic	operations:	division	into	plots	of	land	and	
multiplication	of	floors.	We	already	know	all	the	urban	chessboard	plans,	we	have	dis-





















































A Biography, Polish	edition:	Wydawnictwo	Marginesy,	2015),	 ‘shaped	and	cut	a	building	





























































After	 the	 experiences	 of	 1985–1992	 it	 all	 became	 easier.	Avinguda	Diagonal	was	 led	








































when	you	enter	 the	marketplace.	The	mirrors	above	 reflect	 thousands	of	buyers	and	sellers	
standing	upside	down	and	it	seems	weird	that	none	of	them	is	falling	down.	The	place	is	filled	
with	a	golden	glimmer.	Whichever	way	you	choose	to	enter	the	square,	during	the	day	or	at	
night,	you	will	always	encounter	the	same	sight	of	a	beautiful	urban	landscape.	
i	think	that	Cerda	would	be	happy.	His	plan	did	not	provide	for	the	square	of	land	large	
enough	for	a	few	blocks	situated	aslant	in	relation	to	his	blocks.	it	was	intended	for	a	trans-
port	hub,	but	it	is	possible	that	the	undeveloped	land	was	supposed	to	encourage	us,	his	suc-
cessors,	to	whom	he	left	the	name	of	our	profession,	to	act.	Did	he	think	of	time	as	the	fourth	
dimension	of	space?	Was	the	sloping	edge	on	his	plan	supposed	to	provoke	us	to	a	greater	
freedom	than	in	other	points	of	Eixample?	We	can	only	speculate,	but	one	thing	we	know	for	
sure:	the	game	with	Cerda’s	concept	was	won	by	both	sides,	a	thing	which	is	not	possible	on	
the	pitch,	but	it	is	possible	in	the	city	where	the	win-win	principle	is	a	not	only	a	possibility	
but	a	must.	And	this	is	why	we	should	study	everything	that	happens	on	the	chessboard	of	
Barcelona.
